exhibitions » events&activities
Where to find us ———

St. Mary's Lighthouse F
§ andWeiland

NORTH SEA

: . Toy Museum

L7IF @ Castle & Priory v
i

.Watch House Museum =

Information is correct at time of going to print Dec 2009.

Heritage and Museums reserve the right to amend as and when
necessary North Tyneside Council can accept no liability for any

errors, omissions or changes herein. widening

- horizons
Heritage & Museums Dec 09 / Jan 10

Published by North Tyneside Council. Tel: (0191) 643 7415




Contents

Hits and Highlights
Fun Fact
Segedunum
St Mary’s Lighthouse
Stephenson Railway
The Killingworth Engine
Famous People
TVLB Quiz
Press Gangs
Town Twinning

Blue Plaques
Wagon ways
Museums at a glance
Intergeneration
Cultural Volunteering
Listed Buildings
Our Historic
Environment
Related Websites
Contact us

Hits & highlights

Welcome to the Christmas / New Year issue of Heritage and Museums which

is produced by North Tyneside Councils’ ‘Heritage and Cultural Development
section’

We hope that our previous issues have provided you with detailed information on
local history, our historic environment, forth coming events, blue plaques, famous
residents past and present, the Intergeneration work & cultural volunteering work
carried out by our section and hope you have enjoyed our special features including
scheduled ancient monuments, listed buildings and conservation areas.

Over the last year it has been our pleasure to have you join us for special events
such as Heritage Open Days.

Thank you for attending our day-to-day events at St Mary’s Lighthouse, Segedunum
and Stephenson Railway Museum and for supporting our heritage venues
throughout the year.

You helped make our events and activities the success they were. We couldn’t have
done it without your support.

Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to wish all our readers a very Merry
Christmas and a safe and prosperous New Year.

Best Wishes From all of the Heritage and Cultural Development Team.

Fun fact

On the W. side of the bar are many
dangerous rocks, rendering three
lighthouses necessary; one close to the
shore, called the Low Light, is 77 feet high;
another at Dockway-square, is 133 feet
high; and the other is built upon the cliff a
little to the N.E. of Tynemouth Castle. In the
early 16th Century the Master and Brethren
of Trinity House erected lights at Shields.

The original lights were stone built, but in
1658/59 these were replaced by wooden
constructions that could be easily moved to
accommodate the changes in the bed of the
River Tyne that made entry to the river so
treacherous. By 1686 these lighthouses had
become ruinous but were not replaced until
1727 when a new high light was built on the
bank top and a low light in Clifford's Fort.

VARIOUS indicators suggest a date for this
image of about 1850.

What appears to be a clock on the Low Light
is, in fact, a tide gauge.

http://www.northtyneside.gov.uk/tourism.shtml?p_subjectCategory=631
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Names Set in Stone:
The Builders of Hadrian’s Wall
16 May 2009 — 17 January 2010

Who built Hadrian’s Wall? How
did they overcome the challenges
of this massive undertaking?
Names Set in Stone pieces
together information from
surviving inscriptions recording
basic details of the workforce and
the supervising centurions
involved. The exhibition takes us
closer to an understanding of the
origins and skills of the soldiers
who built the largest Roman
structure in the world.

Centurial stone
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St Mary’s Lighthouse

St Mary’s Island,
Whitley Bay,
NE26 4RS

Tel: (0191) 200 8650

Fax: (0191) 200 8654

Hot and cold drinks and snacks are
available from vending machines inside
the building.

We have an extensive and unusual
range of gifts, souvenirs and books, toys
and cards.



St Mary’s Lighthouse Santa’s Grotto

Admission to Santa’s grotto is £4.00, which includes a gift for every
child.

Due to popular demand we will also be holding Christmas stranding
events again this year.

Whilst stranded on the Island the children will be able to enjoy
Christmas games, crafts and stories as well as a visit to Santa.

12" December 10:00am till 1:30pm
13" December 10:30am till 3:00pm
£10.00 per child. Booking essential. Bring your own packed lunch

Santa will be dropping in for a welcome rest at his Grotto on St.
Mary’s Island during the following times in November and
December:

Saturday 21 November 10.30am - 3.00pm

Sunday 22 November 10.30am - 3.30pm

Saturday 5 December 10.30am - 2.00pm

Sunday 6 December 10.30am - 3.00pm

Saturday 12 December 10.00am - 1.30pm (stranding event)
Sunday 13 December 10.30am - 3.00pm (stranding event)
Saturday 19 December 10.30am - 2.00pm

Sunday 20 December 10.30pm - 2.30pm

Monday 21 December 10.30am - 3.30pm

Tuesday 22 December 10.30am - 3.30pm

Wednesday 23 December 10.30am - 3.30pm

Thursday 24 December 11.00am - 3.30pm

To make a booking or for further information telephone 0191 200
8650 or
E-mail stmaryslighthouse @northtyneside.gov.uk
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Relive the glorious days of the
steam railway at Stephenson
Railway Museum. The Museum
Is home to George
Stephenson's 'Billy', a
forerunner of the world-famous
Rocket, and many other engines
from the great age of steam.

Plus fun events and activities for
all ages.

The steam engine at
Stephenson Railway Museum is
currently undergoing essential
maintenance. We are
unfortunately unable to offer
passenger rides at present, but
hope to be up and running by
early July. Rides can be subject
to the availability of locomotives,
so please call the Museum on
(0191) 200 7146 before your
visit to avoid disappointment.



Stephenson Railway
Museum - Santa Specials

Join Santa Claus for a magical journey at
Stephenson Railway Museum this winter.

Santa Specials return to the museum during
weekends in November and December.
Visitors will be invited to climb aboard the
Christmas Special and take a festive ride on a
train pulled by a vintage diesel locomotive.
Father Christmas will be on board to give the
children a present on the train.

As they travel on the train local musician and
storyteller Tony Wilson will delight one and all
with festive songs and tales.

Once the journey is over and Santa has given
the children their presents there will be the
time to visit the museum and listen to the
sounds of Christmas provided by local choirs
and bands. Festive refreshments will also be
available in the museum for visitors to enjoy.

This is a ticket only event and early booking is
recommended to avoid disappointment.
Tickets cost £8 per person and include the
train journey, all food, entertainment and
children’s presents.

These can be purchased from Stephenson
Railway Museum, telephone: (0191) 200 7146

The Santa Specials will leave the station at
10.15am, 11.30am, 1pm and 2.30pm each
day and will take place on the following dates:
5 & 6 December

12 & 13 December

19 & 20 December

We are also having
Mince Pie specials on
30" December, which
iIncludes a train ride
and mince pies, hot
drinks available to
purchase- no booking
necessary.



The one-tenth-scale
model (not shown)
was constructed from
sketches he had
made and submitted
to the architect of the
Killingworth Centre.

The Killingworth engine, as it

became known. Built to represent This model was then

Stephenson’s’ Locomotion, which scale_d up in the

first ran in the mines in Killingworth drawlng offices of . _

and Heaton in Newcastle. Swinney Brothers in Harder to get out than get in.
Morpeth

Northumberland and
actual size templates
made. Here the
completed full size
engine can be seen in
the shed prior to
being sent for

galvanising.
After construction the The completed project at the Killingworth
completed engine Centre in the early 1990’s

was then galvanised
by dipping in molten
zinc, very spectacular!

The Killingworth Centre was
demolished in 1994. The engine was
saved to be used as a display in the
Stephenson Railway Museum on
Middle Engine Lane.
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Tynemouth

Address

Tynemouth Metro Station, Station
Terrace, Tynemouth, Tyne And
Wear, NE30 4RE

Listing

lISTAR

Description

Tynemouth Station: main and
subsidiary buildings with canopies
and footbridge

This building was the booking hall
and waiting room for the first railway
station in Tynemouth. It was opened
on 29" March 1847 by the
Newcastle & Berwick Railway
Company and designed by the
architects John and Benjamin
Green, but was superseded in 1882
by the current railway station now
part of the Tyneside Metro System.

Railway station. Circa 1882 by
William Bell of the North Eastern
Railway Company. Red brick with
stone dressings; slate roofs with
iron cresting to principal ridges.
Gothic style. Passenger buildings
fronting Station Terrace form a
symmetrical composition. 1
storey. 21 bays in all.

Centre block has central entry
with depressed arch and 4 pairs
of round-headed windows with
centre stone mullion with foliated
caps and dripmould terminals.
Impost and cill bands. Brackets to
eaves

Side wings have 3 single windows of
similar type up to, and 2 after, a
gabled section with stone coping
and kneelers. A circular window
above 2 single windows flanking a
doorway with panelled door. Tall
polygonal chimney stacks. Inside the
passenger concourse a ceramic tile
map of the region. The buildings to
Birtley Road are much plainer, with
a 2-storey tower that formerly
housed the engine house and
accumulator. The principal feature of
the station is the interior ironwork of
platform canopies and footbridge, in
an exuberant style appropriate to a
seaside resort.

TVLB Quiz Answers

o

PowpbdPE

The arched canopies extend for

about 200 yards, with ornamental
spandrels and apex, supported on
non-classical columns with foliated
capitals. The station is mentioned in
Gordon Biddle's Victorian Stations

and in David Lloyd and Donald

Insall's Railway Station Architecture.

No.

1864.

The Wreck of the S.S. Stanley.
Captain John Morrison, John Foster
Spence and his brother Joseph.

All of these were wrecked at the
mouth of the Tyne: The Fame, The
Daimant, The Light of the Harem, The
Rupert, The Hannah and Eleanor,
The Peggy, The Susannah, The
Stanley, The Burton, The Albion and
The First of May.



1. Does Tynemouth Volunteer
Life Brigade have a lifeboat?
2. What year was the
Tynemouth Volunteer Life
Brigade started?

3. Which shipping disaster
prompted the forming of the
Tynemouth Volunteer Life
Brigade?

4. Name two of the founder
members of Tynemouth
Volunteer Life Brigade.

5. Name three of the boats
wrecked at Tynemouth.

Answers on following page

Frederikshavn is a town in
Northern Denmark surrounding a
small fishing port. Its main
industries are fishing, small craft
building and repairs, farming and
cottage industries. Formerly
twinned with the old borough of
Tynemouth

Gangs of soldiers or sailors sent
out to force naval or military
service on able-bodied but
unwilling men, usually by violent
coercion. This practice was called
impressments (also known as
'shanghai-ing' or ‘crimping’) and
was common in all the world's
ports until about 1820.

North Shields is the site of a
famous fish quay and the terminus
of sea ferries to Norway and
Denmark. During the French Wars
at the end of the eighteenth
century North and South Shields
were regular victims of Press Gang
raids, which were once a common
occurrence on the North Eastern
coast. Tyneside suffered
particularly badly from the Press
Gangs, because of its large
community of seamen and its
reputation for skilled boatmen, like
the Keelmen of Newcastle upon
Tyne; North Shields, was
particularly prone to Press Gang
raids and in 1796, 250 mechanics
and seamen were pressed into
service here during a raid in which
the town was cordoned off by
troops.

One of the naval vessels involved in
such Press Gang raids, "The Peggy'
Is remembered in the name of
Peggy's Hole, by the River Tyne near
North Shields Fish Quay.

"Here's the Tender comin’,
Pressing all the men;

Oh dear hinny, what shall we dee
then:

Here's the tender comin’,

Off at Shields Bar

Here's the tender comin’,

Full of men o' war.

They will ship yer foreign,

That is what it means

Here's the tender comin’,

Full of Red Marines.

So hide me canny Geordie,

Hide yorsel' away,

Wait until the frigate makes for
Druridge Bay,

If they tyek yer Geordie,

whes te' win wor breed ?

Me and little Jacky would better off be
deed.



Landscape, Seascape and portrait
painter in oil, tempera and
watercolour, etcher, illustrator.

(born 9 January 1852, South Shields
— died 10 July 1928,North Shields).

Chambers was educated at the Union
British School in South Shields where
the pupils were particularly
encouraged to draw ships and other
nautical subjects. He joined the Tyne
Pilot Service on leaving school but left
before reaching manhood and
decided to become an artist.
Chambers enrolled at the
Government school of Art in
Newcastle Upon Tyne and later went
to study in Paris in the ateliers of
Professors Goustave Boulanger and
Jules Joseph Le Febvre, before
settling at North Shields as a
professional artist.

Chambers was educated at the Union
British School in South Shields where
the pupils were particularly
encouraged to draw ships and other
nautical subjects. He joined the Tyne
Pilot Service on leaving school but left
before reaching manhood and
decided to become an artist.

Old Houses, North Shields

He first began exhibiting in 1877, showing several examples at the South Shields Fine Art
& Industrial Exhibition. He followed this by showing his "Partonhall and Harbour" at the
Central Exchange Art Gallery, Newcastle in 1878 and was subsequently an exhibitor at
the Arts Association Exhibition in Newcastle in 1879, 1881 and 1882 and the Gateshead
Fine Art & Industrial Exhibition in 1883. In the following year he began an association with
the exhibitions of the Newcastle Bewick Club which lasted just over a decade. In 1886 he
sent his first of three works to the exhibitions of the Royal Institute of Painters in
Watercolours, showing "The Deserted Mill". Chambers mainly exhibited on Tyneside for
the remainder of his career, including exhibitions at the art clubs ofSouth Shields ,where
he was a vice-president,

Tynemouth, and from their inception in 1905, the Artists of the Northern Counties
exhibitions at the Laing Art Gallery in Newcastle Upon Tyne.

Most of his work was executed in watercolour and predominantly featured nautical and
landscape subjects. His most important work, however, was in oil and pictured the loss of
H.M.S. Victoria, which was accidentally sunk off Tripoli during manoeuvres in 1893. He
had painted the vessel as it looked leaving the Tyne following its completion at Sir William
Armstrong's Elswick Yard in 1888 and after its loss, spent a year preparing a 9ft x 12ft
canvas which proved so successful an interpretation of the scene that an offer of £2000
was made for the picture, but was refused. It was exhibited all overTyneside, and was
also engraved.

Chambers maintained a succession of studios at North Shields where, at times, he
directed painting classes, and at which he held exhibitions of his work, and occasionally
those of fellow artists. It was also shown before being sold in large quantities by
Bainbridge & Co, a North Shields auctioneers, and featured in several local loan
exhibitions. Despite frequent favourable comment on his work, he remained a quiet,
diffident artist who died at his home and studio at Borough Road, North Tyneside, without
really extending his reputation beyond his native Northumbria, although he is reputed to
have lectured on art in other parts of the country was a regular visitor to the Berwickshire
coastline, and had also worked in Holland. Although much of this reputation rested on his
nautical and landscape paintings he also etched subjects for sale locally and was an
occasional illustrator of Tyneside publications. Among his less typical works were a
number of portraits in watercolour, among these one of Henry Hetherington Emmerson
now in the possession of the Laing Art Gallery. He also produced a sketch of Emmerson
for the menu card of the annual Bewick Club dinner in 1889

Steamer at North Shields



As the demand for coal grew a
solution was needed to solve the
transport dilemma. The solution
was the early wagon ways, where
a horse pulled a wagon on wooden
tracks. The early wagons
(chaldrons) were measured in
bolls:

1 boll = 2.35cwt which is about 300
kilos

(20cwt = 1 ton)

On level ground one horse could
pull 10.5 tons of coal for 24 miles.
The wagon way'’s terminated at
Coal staiths.

(In their heyday they were often
referred to as waggons or wagon
ways)

In 1748, pits were opened in the
Wylam district by the Blacket
family. Next to the wagon way was
"Street House" the cottage where
George Stephenson was born in
1781. It was also at Wylam Colliery
that some of the earliest
experiments with steam traction in
Northumberland took place.

William Hedley built two
locomotives in 1814-15, which ran
on Losh iron plate rails. (William
Losh - Walker Ironworks.)

Initially these were four wheelers but this
caused extensive damage to the track and
was rebuilt as 8 wheelers. The two
locomotives were the "Puffing Billy" and the
"Wylam Dilly".

In 1818 a line was built from Backworth A Pit
to Howdon Pans and on 10th September of
that year the first coal shipment from the
Tyne of Backworth coal was made.

By 1821 horses had been superseded
by steam on the Allotment to Percy
Main sector. In 1823 the wagon way
was extended to Cramlington with new
Staiths at Percy Main catering for the
extra coal supplements.

The development of the wagon ways
and improvements in the way coal was
handled at the staiths caused a threat
to the livelihood of the keelmen. Violent
strikes occurred in 1809, 1819 and
1822.

After the building of public steam
railways, part of the wagon ways
disappeared or connected to the
nearest point on the new railways.



St. Mary's Island,
Lighthouse and
Wetland

Tel 0191 200
8650

Segedunum
Roman Fort,
Museum and
Bath House
Tel 0191 236
9347

Stephenson
Railway Museum
Middle Engine
Lane

Tel 0191 200
7146

Dial Cottage
Great Lime Road
Killingworth

Tel 0191 643
7415

Tynemouth
Priory and Castle
Tel 0191 257
1090

Tynemouth
Volunteer Life
Brigade Watch
House

Tel 0191 257
2059

Childhood
Memories Toy
Museum

Tel 0191 259
1776

Stephenson
Railway
Museum

Stephenson
Railway
Museum

Segedunum

Join Santa Claus for a magical journey at The Santa Specials

Stephenson Railway Museum this winter. will leave the station at
10.15am, 11.30am,

Santa Specials return to the museum during 1pm and 2.30pm each

weekends in November and December. day and will take place

Visitors will be invited to climb aboard the on the following dates:

Christmas Special and take a festive ride on a

train pulled by a vintage diesel locomotive. 5 & 6 December

Father Christmas will be on board to give the

children a present on the train. 12 & 13 December

As they travel on the train local musician and

storyteller Tony Wilson will delight one and all 19 & 20 December
with festive songs and tales.

Once the journey is over and Santa has given

the children their presents there will be the time

to visit the museum and listen to the sounds of

Christmas provided by local choirs and bands.

Festive refreshments will also be available in

the museum for visitors to enjoy.

This is a ticket only event and early booking is
recommended to avoid disappointment. Tickets
cost £8 per person and include the train
journey, all food, entertainment and children’s
presents.

These can be purchased from Stephenson
Railway Museum, telephone: (0191) 200 7146

We are also having Mince Pie specials, which 30 December
includes a train ride and mince pies, hot drinks
available to purchase- no booking necessary.

Names Set in Stone: 16 May 2009 —
The Builders of Hadrian’s Wall 17 January 2010



St Mary’s Admission to Santa’s grotto is £4.00, which 12" December

Lighthouse includes a gift for every child. 10:00am till 1:30pm
Due to popular demand we will also be 13" December
holding Christmas stranding events again 10:30am till 3:00pm
this year.

Whilst stranded on the Island the children
will be able to enjoy Christmas games, crafts
and stories as well as a visit to Santa.
£10.00 per child. Booking essential. Bring
your own packed lunch.

St Mary's Santa will be dropping in for a welcome rest  Saturday 21 November
Lighthouse at his Grotto on St. Mary’s Island during the  10.30am - 3.00pm

following times in November and December: Sunday 22 November
10.30am - 3.30pm

To make a booking or for further information Saturday 5 December

telephone 0191 200 8650 or 10.30am - 2.00pm

E-mail Sunday 6 December

stmaryslighthouse@northtyneside.gov.uk 10.30am - 3.00pm
Saturday 12 December
10.00am - 1.30pm (stranding event)
Sunday 13 December
10.30am - 3.00pm (stranding event)
Saturday 19 December
10.30am - 2.00pm
Sunday 20 December
10.30pm - 2.30pm
Monday 21 December
10.30am - 3.30pm
Tuesday 22 December
10.30am - 3.30pm
Wednesday 23 December 10.30am - 3.30pm
Thursday 24 December
11.00am - 3.30pm




Tynemouth Poorhouse

Tynemouth, Northumberland Up to 1834

A directory of 1827 recorded that:

The Poorhouse for the parish of Tynemouth is an
extensive building, pleasantly situated at a short distance
north of the church. The expenditure of this house, for the
year ending December 1826, was £898 8s. 63.d. and the
average number of inmates, during the last four years,
has been about 90, and there maintenance has cost their
respective townships about 3s.9d. Per head weekly.

In the same year, South Blyth (or Blyth Nook) had a
workhouse at Crofton with Brodie Adam as its governor.
After 1834

Tynemouth Poor Law Union was formed on 5th
September 1836. An elected Board of Guardians, 47 in
number, representing its 24 constituent parishes, oversaw
its operation and townships as listed below (figures in

brackets indicate numbers of Guardians if more than one):

County of Northumberland:

Backworth, Bebside, Burradon, Chirton (4), Cowpen (2),
Cramlington, Cullercoates, Earsdon, East Hartford, West
Hartford, Hartley (2), Holywell, Horton, Long Benton (5),
Monkseaton, Murton, Newsham and South Blyth (2),
Preston, Seghill, Seaton Delavel, North Shields (5),
Tynemouth (7), Wallsend (4), Whitley.

The population falling within the union at the 1831 census
had been 47,715 with townships ranging in size from East
Hartford (population 12) to Tynemouth itself (10,182). The
average annual poor-rate expenditure for the period 1834-
6 had been £13,140 or 5s.6d. Per head of the population.
Initially, the union continued to use the existing parish
workhouse, which was situated on Preston Lane (now
Preston Road) in North Shields. Then, in 1848, a new
union workhouse was erected, also located on Preston
lane. Details of the workhouse layout at that time can be
seen on the 1857 map to the right:

Tynemouth workhouse site, 1857

The workhouse was substantially enlarged in 1886-9 after
the acquisition of the cricket ground to the north of the
existing site. The work included demolition of the original
main workhouse building, although the existing buildings
along the northern boundary wall were retained, along with
the porter's lodge. The new workhouse layout are shown on
the 1895 map above:



New infirmary blocks were added in 1903 and 1909, followed by an operating theatre in 1913, mortuary in 1920, and receiving wards in 1925-6.

Tynemouth main workhouse building from the west.

In 1930, the workhouse
became Tynemouth
Corporation Public
Assistance Institution,
and subsequently
Preston Hospital. The
hospital closed in the
mid-1990s and the site
has been completely
redeveloped for housing.

Bibliography

White's History, Directory
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Northumberland, 1827



Should you feel the need to comment on
the services at any time you can speak to
Chris Bishop, Heritage and Cultural
Development Manager on:

Tel:(0191) 643 7413 Fax (0191) 643 2406

Email: chris.bishop@northtyneside.gov.uk

Or by visiting Heritage and Museums
Website and completing the online
Comment, Compliment and Complaint
form at:

Heritage and Museums is produced by
North Tyneside Councils’ Heritage and
Cultural Development section.

To join the mailing list; email
denise.mitsides@northtyneside.gov.uk
quoting ‘Heritage and Museums’

Copies are mailed out as a ‘bcc’ to comply
with data protection. If at any time you do
not wish to continue receiving this
information please send a return e-mail
marked ‘Unsubscribe’. North Tyneside
Council has no responsibility for the
content of external websites or for
changes to information outside its control.

Heritage and Cultural Development
section is part of the Community Services
Directorate of North Tyneside Council.
Write to:

Chris Bishop Heritage and Cultural
Development Manager

Heritage and Cultural Development
section

Arts, Tourism and Heritage,
Quadrant West - Ground Floor

The Silverlink North

Cobalt Business Park

North Tyneside

NE27 OBY

We can provide this information in other
languages and in different formats, such
as in large print, easy read, braille or on
audiotape.

For more details, please contact us on:
Telephone: 0191 643 7415

St Mary’s Light House
http://www.northtyneside.gov.uk/tourist/
lighthouse.htm

Tyne and Wear Museum
http://www.twmuseums.org.uk/
Stephenson Railway
http://www.twmuseums.org.uk/stephen
son/

Segedunum
http://www.twmuseums.org.uk/segedun
um/

Tynemouth Priory and Castle
http://www.english-
heritage.org.uk/server/show/nav.13480
| like ...... Museums
http://www.ilikemuseums.com/Page/Ind
€X.aspx

Stephenson Trust
http://www.robertstephensontrust.com/
Museums, Libraries and Archives
http://www.mla.gov.uk/website/home
Museums, Libraries and Archives -
North East
http://www.mlanortheast.org.uk/
English Heritage
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/
The campaign for Museums
http://www.campaignformuseums.org.u
k/

Tynemouth Voluntary Life Brigade
http://www.tvib.org/

Britain’s Finest
http://www.britainsfinest.co.uk/museum
s/

Friends of St Mary’s Island
http://www.friendsofstmarysisland.co.uk
/history.htm

Childhood Memories Toy Museum,
Tynemouth
http://www.nothingtoseehere.net/2007/
04/childhood _memories_toy museum.
html




